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' stabbed, shot, ripped open, and buruat 
' oversiow fires. To delight in torture, to 


Af their wishes with regard to that country 
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Letrer X. 


TO LORD CASTLEREAGH. 


On the Massacre of the French Protest- 
ants by the ** Royal and Christian 


“ Army.” 





Botley, 5, Sept. 1815. 


There you are, then, inthe marrow of 
the counter-revolution now! Not, that I 
can suppose, that your Lordship will take 
delight in seeing the French Protestants 


feel satisfaction at hearing the cries of 
dying, belongs dply to men, who resem- 
ble what we are told of devils. But, 
though you must commisserate the poor 
Protestants, I am going to shew your 
Lordship that there are others, and those 
others Englishmen too, who do nots and 
who, indeed, justify such acts, when com- 
witted by Royalists. 

The Times newspaper, which is the 
organ of a large portion of the people of 
London, especially the rich, speaks of 
these massacres in the words which I 
shall presently quote. From. the day 
that the allies.entered France, this man 
has becng calling out for blocd. He 
and his fellow labourers, before the battle 
of Waterloo, represented the main body of 
the Freuch people as being zealous on the 
side of the King. After that battle their 
tone changed. Napoleon, when he was 
disposed of, was said to have been nothing, 
though it is notorious, that he was, before 
‘aid to be, every thing. In short, these 
base hypocrites are now calling for the 
annihilation of France. They now plainly 
‘ay, chat it isthe resources of France 
which they wish to see destroyed. They, 
from time to time, express their longing 
desire to see America auuihilated too. The 
battle of New Orleans, however, added 
to the naval victories of that republic, in- 
duce them, for the present, at least, to 
tefrain from calling out distinctly for the 
murder of the American: people. But, 
when they have finished France, or rather, 


call on youand the rest of the Ministers, 
to cause America to_ be de!uged in blood, 
for the security of England. They even 
now, already, bewail the dismantling of 
our fleet, while the American States, as 
they say, have formed the ‘ malignant 
design” of building each a 74 gun ship, 
without any tax imposed by the General 
Government. : 

But, it is towards France that their ef- 
forts are now directed. ‘That fine country 
they want to see ravaged, torn to pieces, 
the people all murdered, and the whole 
region left a wild wilderness. They are 
incessantly calling ont for what they term 


justice on criminals, though it is notorous, 


that, if Louis XVIIL. had not abdicated 
the throne of France, James Il. never ab- 
dicated the throne of England. 

Still, however, one would have sup- 
posed, that even these men, certainly the 
most bloody that ever put pen to paper for 
the press, would have stopped short of 


justifying the massacre of the Protestants. 
_Herbert Marsh, John Bowles, and Row- 


land Hill, will hardly go this length ; 
though we do not see their pens in motion 
in behalf of these unfortunate victims of 
Royalist fury. The Times newspaper, 
however, that advocate for the Bourbon 
government, goes the full length in the 
following words :—‘* We hope the Allies 
*“ will not withdraw from France ontjl 
“‘ they see all the parts of the social ma- 
“ chine in regular and accordant opera- 
“tion. Inthe name of humanity, \et us 
“ not have the prospect of a new revolu- 
*¢ tion the moment this unhappy nation is 
“¢ jeft to itself.» Let us see the laws put in 
** full and vigorous operation, the most 
“ dangerous criminals punished, and the 


“ again disturbing the order of the world. 
“‘ Nor is it less necessary that adcgnate 
“* compensation be made to those who in 
*¢ the course of the last rebellion have suf- 
*¢ fered for their fidelity to their King and 


‘“ NISMES, that a refusal of justice by 
|“ those whose duty it is to restrain crime 
‘“‘ by punishment, drives the injured indi- 
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“ exercise of an indiscriminate vengeance. 
“The Jacobins have made loud outcries 
“about the cruelties, as they call them, 
‘¢ which have originated from this re-ac- 
“tion; and they affect to attribute them 
“ solely to religious bigotry: but the 
“truth is that the difference of religion, 
“ though it might aggravate, would never 
“ have excited the fury of the insurgents. 
“ Most of the inveterate Bonapartists 
“and Jacobins in that part of France 
“ happen to be, (or rather to call them- 
“ selves) Protestants; and these men, 
“ during the rebellion, had committed the 
“most unwarrantable violences on their 
“ more loyal fellow citizens.. At the re- 
“ storation of the King’s Government, 2 
“mas naturally expected that these crimt- 
* nals would be punished, and the delay,or 
“‘ rather total denial of justice, produced 
“an effervescence in the public mind, 
“which unhappily led to the violences 
“complained of. Whatever WEAK 
“ MINDS may think of the magnanimity 
¢ of indulgence to crime, a due execution 
* of the laws, a justice tempered, but not 
“annihilated, by mercy, will always be 
*¢ found to afford the best security for pub- 
“lic peace, and to constitute the most 
“ troly PATERNAL GOVERNMENT. 

Thus, then, we see it openly declared, 
that Protestants, having been the most 
zealous friends of Napoleon, and the most 
active in the revolution, ought to have 
been put to death by the king; that it was 
naturally expected by the loyal that he 
would put them to death; and that, he 
having denied the loyal justice, they, at 
Nismes, took the infliction of vengeance 
into their own hands. 

Your Lordship will certainly agree with 
me that the man who promulgates senti- 
ments like these, must be amongst the 
most base and most bloody of mankind: 
but, what will: you say of his readers? 
What will you say of those, by whom he 
is encouraged and abetted?) We here see, 
in an English daily print, published in 
Londen, the murder‘ of Protestants, the 
stabbing of them, the shooting, the cutting 
of their throats, the ripping of them up, 
the holding them over a slow fire, ascribed 


part ef the community; and we also see, 
that it is asserted, that weak minds only 
are shocked at such acts. 


This massacre of the Protestants is a 
very unfortunate eveut for the fricnds of 


the caatinuation of thie Letter, see 
parts, and separaicd. 
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“ social order.” Rowland Hill declare 
that he believed Napoleon to have actej 
under the immediate influence of the Devil. 
and, of course, that we had been, and 
were still (in March 1813) giving oy; 
money to carry om a war agaiust the 
Devil. But, the Devil, to do him justice, 
had instigated Napoleon to nearly anij. 
hilate the power of the Pope; to put 
down the Inquisition in Spain; and to 
protect effectually the Protestant Religion 
in France; and, as soon as we had over. 
come this Devil-directed Champion, it did 
unfortunately happen, that the old Papa 
of Rome regained all his former powers; 
that he had the impudenee even to restore 
the Jesuits; that the Enquisition was re. . 
established in Spain! that all the friends 
of religious liberty in that country were 
persecuted under the name of Liberals; 
that to hold liberal, or tolerant opinions, 
in a country where we had accomplished 


our purposes, was punished as @ crime, 
And, it has now happened, that, in France, & 
where the Bourbous have been restored , 3 
by the foree of our taxes, and where there & 
are more than half a million of English 


troops and of German troops, subsidized & 
by England, the Royalists, the friends of & 
the Bourbons, the enemies of Napoleon, 


‘the * Royal and Christian army,” as the 


Times calls them, are cutting the throats 
of the Protestants. So that, you see, my 
Lord, if Rowland Hil! was correct in his 
notion, about the immediate interference 
of the Devil with Napoleon, the Devil was 
a very good friend to liberty odsconscience 
and the.Protestant Religion. 

The Times says, and truly, that it is 
not just to ascribe these horrid acts solely 
to religious bigotry. ‘To be sure it is not. 
‘The same bigotry existed in the time of the 
Directory, the Consulate, and the En- 
perorship ; but, the Royalists and Priest’, 
those dear and inseparable associates, wer? 
absent. All ¢cligions were tolerated 
under the revolutionary governments. All 
religions were upon a level. AH tived 
in harmony together... Men were not 
thought the worse for having “no app 
rent religion at all. But, when the fo- 
reign armics carricd back the Bourbons 
and their Royalists; when the Priests 
were re-introduced ; when the way-sidés 
began to be again garnished with cruc'- 
fixes, then the work ef'cutting the throats 
of Protestants began. . 


The pensioned Barke, the Rev. Herbet! 


the sheet .s fuided the usual way, let it be out 
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Neclared Marsh (also a pensioner), John Bowles, 
e acted the Dutch Commission Loyalist, and the 
Devi. famous Old George Rose, all assured this 
en, and ' nation, that it ought not to grudge its 
ing oy; | money to carry on a war, which, as they 
Ust the - said. was absolutely necessary to the pre- 
Justice, ' servation of “* ovr Holy Religion.” What 
Y anni. they might mean by ‘our Holy Religion” 
tO put is more than I can say; but, if they meant 
and to the Protestant Religion, the present scenes 
eligion in Europe are a delightful commentary on 
dl over. their text. The war has certainly restored 
5 it did the Inquisition to Spain and Portugal with 
1 Papa all its ancient splendour; it has made the 
owers; Pope more powerful than he has been for 
restore ages; it has revived the Jesuits; and 
vas re. finally it has let loose the knives of cut- 
riends throats against the Protestants of France. I 
Were think, that Governor Srrone of the State 
erals » of Massachusetts, who called this war of 
nions, ours “the Bulwark of Religion,” must, 
lished by this time, begin to look-a little as if he 
rine, were ashamed of himself. ‘The Cossack 
‘ance, Priests of that country, who are never 
tored ashamed of any thing, will, I dare say, 
there brazen out their couduct to the last. Bot, 
rglish Governor Strona, who can hardly have 
dized arrived at such a pitch of hardened impu- 
ds of dence, will, I shonld imagine, now he 
leon, sorry for having been so far led astray by 
: the the spirit of faction and of envy. 
roats But, our Church, where is its Protestant 
my zeal! Far be it from me to find fault with 
+ his the Prince Regent’s mandatory letter to 
once the Clergy to preach and make collections 
was of money in behalf of the Waterloo Fund. 
nce On the contrary, I wish that all the mo- 
ney for carrying on the war, for subsi- 
t is dizing German armies, and even for the 
lely support of the sinecure placemen, and the 
rot. greater part of the pensioners, were raised 

















the in the same way. but, as there have 
‘ms been subscriptions for Spanish Patriots, for 
t!, German sufferers, for French Royalists, 
ere why nota subscription for the suffering 
ed Protestants of France? We pay annnally 
All pretty large sums for the support, even to 
ed this day,.of French Protestant churches. 
ot And, shall_we not draw out a. few pounds 
1. for these newly: persecuted Protestants ? 
Qe The Church has hardly had time yet to 
Ds put itself in motion. In the course of a 
is month we shall see what the Bible-Socie- 
A tics and the Clergy will be able, or willing, 
ie to effect, in behalf of our suffering fellow- 
is protestants in France. 

[t is very strange, my Lord, but it is 
t not less strange than (ruc, that the people 
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in England are not satisfied yet. They 
stare at one another; ask what news? 
Neo one can tell them. They are, in ge- 
neral, afraid that all will yet not eutk 
well. ‘They are ruminating sometimes oa 
the amazing glory that has been acquired ; 
but, then, some how or another, their joy 
receives a rebuke from their fears. Big 
John Bull sitting in his easy chair, swell- 
ing with pride in contemplating the lofty 
monument of Waterloo, awaked, all at 
once, from his sweet reverie by a tap oa 
one shoulder by a Collector of poor-rates, 
and on the other by a Collector of King’s 
taxes, would make a picture truly enough 
representing the state of the nation. People 
know not what to think. ‘Their vague 
hopes from success in war are disappoint- 
ed. They feel. no benefit, ao relief from 
theiy burdens. And, they have little hope 
for the fatere. Farmers cow plain; trades. 
men complain; labourers: and journey- 
men complain. The narrowing of dis- 
counts in Threadneedie-street was abse- 
lutely necessary to keep down the Ex- 
change; but, it strikes a blow on all those 
who pay taxes without receiving any thing 
out of the taxes. ‘To make the taxes bear- 
able, Paper must make prices high. If 
prices are made high, the paper is cheap, 
gold is dear, andthe Old fady, the real 
supporter of the war, and the gainer of 
victories over France, is smothered in her 
own rags. What adeath for so venerable 
a Dame ! 

The cutting of the throats of the French 
Protestants is littke known in Knglaud. 
The thing is smothered, in (he usual way. 
There will be more persons well acquaiat- 
el with it in the little State of Delaware 
than there will be in this whole kingdom. 
It is one of the things which do not sats 
Bat, if it were universally known here, 1 
do not think it would create auy great 
sensation, especially if it were to appear, 
that the Protestants were friends of Napo- 
leon, or Manufacturers. iowever, from 
this state we must be roused in the course 
of a very few years. ‘The fashion of the 
time is an admiration of Germans and Ger- 
man Whiskers. This fashion will not 


last. ‘The tax-gatherer will put all to 
rights.: 
And now, my Lord, what is ta be done 


with the French? Beloved, piternal Louis 
XVIII. and his paternal race, must be in 
a strange situation. If they remain under 


the protection of foreign bayoncts all their 
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lives, what an honour it will be to them! 
And, really, if they do not, they seem 
dikely to have little chance of reigning. 
It must be an incredulity passing all con- 
acience to reject now the belief that they 
are most wonderfully beloved by the 
French people! Louis called them his 
loving subjects before he got amongst them. 
He told them, that he was aboat to bring 
them back happiness by the aid of his al- 
lies. Verily, they will, by this time, have 
been able to judge pretty well of the hap- 
piness which the Bourbons bestow. 

As to the cause of freedom, it will, in 
the end, profit by allthat is doing. This 
is no time for its friends todespair. Every 
agitation is favourable to the cause of 
truth, because every agitation causes dis- 
cussion. The complete removal of Na- 
poleon puts an end to the fears of the 
timid, who will no longer see any reason 
for their giving up their bread and cheese 
in order to purchase protection. The bug- 
bear is no more. An artful knave can no 
longer calumniate his neighbour by repre- 
senting him as an adherent of Napoleon. 
It Will be the same in America, where 
there can be but one mind as to foreign 
politics; all there must. now agree as to 
the line of politics and measures of de- 
fence to be pursued ; and he must be a 
very feeble-minded politician indeed, who 
does not see, an that side of the ocean, 
the most glorious prospects opening to the 
cause of Liberty all over the world. 

Well may the Tims, the Courter and 
the Post look with scowling eyes towards 
the Republic! Well may they call upon 
our government to * look sharp to her.’” 
Sharp as you please, my Lord; but what 
is the use of your sharpness? What would 
these men have you do? Would they have 
you pick a new quarrel? Yes, and they 
say so. They would have you keep up the 
fleet in time of peace, because America 
is building ships. Whata state is this to 
bring Big Jehn Bull to at last! They 
would have him go ou making loans in 
time of peace, because America is turning 
some of her iron, timber, hemp and pitch 
into ships of war. [ know well, that there 
will be a great fect in America. Iam 
sure that, peace or war, she must have and 
will have, @ mary. I think it very\ pro- 
bable, that, within the space of ten years, 


bhe will dispute the command of the seas 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Letter X—To Lord Castlereagh. 





[398 
with the “ Mother Country.” She is now 
boundiug forward towards it with incon. 
ceivable rapidity. But, wéshes out of the 
question, who is to prevent this? And by 
what means ? If peace will not prevent ity 
we have tried war. 

In short, the world will soon see fio 
British Navies. This will take place in 
this wonderful age. The chances are 
that our King will live to see the American 
navy equal in bulk (not in merit, of 
course,) to his own; for, itis ‘* ‘His Ma. 
jesty’s navy,” though we sometimes care- 
lessly, and rather indecorously, call it, 
“our navy.” The Spring before I was 
sent to prison for writing about the flos. 
ging of English local militia-men, at the 
town of Ely, in England, after having 
been reduced to due obedience by the aid 
of Hanoverian troops, I planted some 
very small trees, amongst which was a 
black Italian poplar, so strongly recom- 
mended by Mr. Pontey. This little twig, 
not bigger than the pen f am writing with, 
and which is now become a tree morethan 
forty feet high, and, at the butt, nearly 
as big round as my body, which is nota 
very small one, always, when I sce it, 
puts me in mind of the American navy, 
which, when this tree was plarted, was as 
small, compared with that of Great Bri- 
tain, as my poplar twig was, compared with 
the lofty elms of my neighbour, | My¥ pop- 
Jar, which would even now yield boards 
more than sufficient.to make me a coilin, 
will over-top and over-size the elms in less 
than ten years more. The American 
navy will not go on increasing so many 
ships in a year as my Register does 
its volumes; but, like the branches of my 
poplar, the increase of which is this year 
about five times as. great as it was last 
year, and so. on. That your Lordship 
will enjoy with me the contemplation of 
such an object, that you will participate 
amply in the pleasure of seeing power S0 
great in the hands of our brethren across 
the Atlantic, and committed to the care 
of a wise, just, and free government, & 
enemy to all sorts of corruption and all 
sorts of persecution, it woald be scanda- 
lous to doubt; and, therefore, with thes? 
agreeable reflections, I, for the preseut, 
take my leave of you. 
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